SUMMERSDALE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 3 September 2026
At St Michael’s Hall, Summersdale
www.summersdaleresidents.co.uk
Residents Working Together

Present:	Mrs Jill Shaw – Chairman			Mrs Helen Rothwell – Website	
Mr Ray Carter – Environmental & Trees	Mr Peter Bickley - Treasurer
Mrs Janet Leonard – Minutes Secretary	Mr Robert Lapraik – Goodwood Liaison
Mrs Barbara Dart – Membership Secretary	Dr Paul Stross - Website
Mrs Pauline Sutton – without portfolio

1.	Welcome. 
JS welcomed all committee members attending, SRA member Mr Jeremy Hunt and Councillor Mr Jack Loveday.
2.	Apologies. 
None.
3.	Approval of minutes of 23 July 2026.
Approved and signed by JS.
4.	Matters Arising not mentioned in minutes
RL said that the proposed new Volunteers Form had been circulated to a small group only so far, and PS1 	said that it should be agreed by all as later alterations would be more difficult.  It was acknowledged that not 	everyone likes filling in forms and we should be aware of GDPR. RL to circulate to all for approval.  We need 	more ideas for the type of roles volunteers might offer to undertake.
5.	Open Forum
No matters brought forward.
6.	Chairman's Report
JS reported that she had a meeting with an SRA member  from Rew Lane and a WSCC 	representative, who said 	two more Redwood trees in Rew Lane were diseased and dying and sadly need to be felled. Planning permission 	needs to be sought, which would probably take place in the spring. The stumps would be removed later with 	replanting in a couple of years.
The member also asked whether anything could be done about dog owners allowing their dogs to run free in 	Hackett's Rew.  It was acknowledged the local Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) covers where dogs need to 	be kept onleads and Hackett’s Rew is not one of them.  The footpath however is covered by the section on 	Fouling of Land by Dogs, making it an offence for owners not to remove faeces.
JS has received an email from a new SRA member about drivers breaking the speed limit in Summerdale Road 	and College Lane.  As he has already been in touch with local councillors, the SRA itself could not do anything 	else, although Speedwatch volunteers are required so perhaps he could help the team. 
A meeting with members of the management team at Rousillon has been fixed for 4 September at 11.30am. 
7.	Summer Newsletter
Alicia Russell sent a draft of the newsletter out that evening.  Everyone to comment please.  It will be distributed 	to all residents in Summersdale.  Mary Quiney has contacted distributors.  JS, RL and JL to cover new areas and 	any other gaps.
8.	Corporate members
A new category of SRA membership is being considered and details of the proposal had been sent out to 	committee members for comment.    There is a box in the newsletter asking if businesses would like to be 	members. It was agreed to discuss the details in a couple of months when we had seen the results from the 	newsletter.
9.	Safety Assessment for volunteering
It was agreed that the SRA should not promote chopping wood as a volunteer task due to their legal safety 	responsibilities,.  Other volunteer tasks might need a Health and Safety assessment and a risk assessment.  it was 	agreed that this should be completed for adoption.
10.	Defibrillator
We have received a request to support a defibrillator near Rew Lane.  It was agreed that there was not sufficient 	footfall for one in that area but as there is one in Roussillon, Graylingwell, the Doctor's surgery and St Michael’s 	Hall, it may be worth looking at trying to site one at the Co-Op on Lavan Road.  It was believed there were a number 	of initiatives to install more defibrillators with the unit given free but installation at the cost of the installers, 	although BHF have a grant scheme which helps with this, albeit with strict criteria.  JS will pursue the idea.

11.	Environment Report
RC reported that the ack of meaningful rain means the campaign to involve residents in regular watering of trees 	needs to continue.  This has happened for recently and older planted trees, and if they show signs of life in the 	spring it will be important to re-start regular watering.  Many of our older trees especially sycamore and horse 	chestnut have died.  Residents should report dead trees to WSCC Highways and a safety inspection will then be 	carried 	out. Depending on location and other risk factors, these trees will be listed for felling.  Stumps are 	removed by other contractors and can remain for some time.  A pleasant surprise was to find a Stanton Drive 	resident planting a maple to replace a sycamore recently felled.   A Japanese flowering cherry planted in Highland 	Road in the 1930's has failed and will be added to the felling list. 
The Lavant Linear Path is nearing completion.  The section of cycle/footpath at the Lavant View end has been laid.  The solution to the power cable/post obstruction at the Fordwater Road end bas been solved.  Additional land purchased will allow the path to avoid the dangerous obstruction.  No resolution to the issue of a cycle link from that point in Fordwater to East Lavant has been made public.  Councillor Lovejoy has informed that WSCC are negotiating with the landowners for permission to extend the PROW F459 to include cycles.  An alternative route for cyclists will take them up Fordwater Road, Fordwater Lane, The Avenue and then north along the Lavant Road, not the safest of solutions.
12.	Goodwood Report
Report on the Goodwood Aerodrome Consultative Committee held on 30 July 2026.
Aircraft movements were lower between January and May 2026, with around 12,600 movements – a 21% fall 	year on year and well within all Section 52 limits.  There were no heavier-aircraft movements or helicopter 	movements after sunset.
Between March and May this year, 15 of the 19 aircraft complaints came from Summersdale, with 14 submitted 	by one household.  None of the complaints concerned the Harvard or Spitfire flights.
The committee explored whether runway 28 could be used in preference to runway 24 to reduce disturbance to 	Summersdale.  However, it was explained that this was not desirable because runway 28 is significantly shorter 	than runway 24 and its surface is unsuitable for some aircraft.
Goodfwood reported that it takes aircraft safety very seriously, with regular pilot safety briefings, education and 	CAA audits.  The Air Portal system was also said to be working well in controlling drone flying.
13.	Membership Report
BD reported that 2 new members had joined, bringing the total to 347.  
14.	Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Account
Lloyds Bank					£2,961.74 (inc. £75.10 held on behalf of Network of Chichester 									Residents Associations)
Interest Bearing Accounts
Lloyds Bank Business Instant Access a/c 0.6%	£0.01
United Trust Bank Business 30 day a/c 3.7%	£11,577.49
PB reported that due to personal circumstances, the change of UTB account to an instant access account at 3.5% 	with the interest payable to the Treasurer’s account rather than into the same account remains in hand.
15.	Website
JS asked if the interactive tree maps of the area which are available on a tablet could be made accessible on a 	phone.  HR to check.  No further report.
16.	Planning Report
26/01410/DOM.  30 Plainwood Close. Single storey rear extension.  No objections.
26/01764/DOM.  14 Brandy Hole Lane. Demolition of existing carport and addition of annexe. No objections.
26/01663/DOM.  14 the Avenue.  Two storey rear extensions to each wing.  No objections.
For further detail on Planning Applications, go to the Chichester District Council online Planning Portal.
17.	Attracting New Members
 To be carried forward until the newsletter is out.
18.	Date of next meeting
8 October 2026 at St Micheal’s  Hall.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
